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1. INTRODUCTION

The bycatch observation program of the 

Cyprus Bycatch Project aims to understand 

bycatch of vulnerable species across the 

island. The project is bi-communal, 

coordinated by Birdlife International. In the 

south of the island, Birdlife Cyprus and Enalia 

Physis direct the observation program, while 

north of the green line, SPOT directs the 

program with support from University of 

Exeter. 

Separate technical reports have been 

prepared by the Cyprus Bycatch Project, 

one for each community, since the two 

fleets are separately regulated and have 

no overlap. 

Data have been collected in Northern Cyprus 

by SPOT according to the GFCM methodology 

(FAO 20 l 9) and in close coordination with the 

observer team in the south of Cyprus and with 

the observer programmes established under 

the separate Med Bycatch Project, thus 

ensuring consistency. The data contained in this 

technical report are presented in a way that 

facilitates their incorporation into a regional 

Mediterranean-wide analysis. 
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